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Idaho Business Review

Everything you need to know about Roy Eiguren, you 
can learn from the pictures on his office walls.

On one is his family, ranging from his grandparents, 
who emigrated from the Basque country, to his 
grandchildren, some of whom, he proudly notes, are 
learning to speak Basque. “I was the generation that got 
skipped,” Eiguren said. “My parents wanted me to be 
American.” 

Other walls feature the Statehouse, ranging from his 
work as a lobbyist and attorney to his efforts as chair of 
the Capitol Commission that revitalized the building and 

brought it into this century, which he was asked to do 
by Gov. Phil Batt. “It fit with my interest in politics and 
policy, and love of history, and affection for the Capitol,” 
he said.

“I’ve led a very charmed life,” Eiguren said. “I do 
work I enjoy. It can be frustrating at times, but in the 
main, I enjoy what I’ve done.”

Lawyer lobbyist
The blue jean-clad Eiguren – “I only wear a coat 

and tie if I’m going to the Statehouse or to court,” he 
said – helped create the attorney-lobbyist role in Idaho, 
and now serves as partner with Eiguren Ellis Public 
Policy. “When I began practice, there were very few 
lawyer lobbyists,” he said. “It wasn’t until 2000 that my 
practice evolved into public policy practice.” 

In the 1970s and 1980s, four or five lawyers served as 
lobbyists. Now, there’s more than a dozen out of the more 
than 350 registered lobbyists in Idaho, Eiguren said. 
“There’s a small group of us lawyer-lobbyists of the same 
age and background,” he said. “We grew along with the 
dynamic changes of the Legislature.” With 14 clients, 
he enjoys engaging on a variety of issues, plus it’s more 
economically rewarding than government service, he 
said.

Though the Legislature won’t be in session until 
January, Eiguren is busy with interim committees, 
task forces and draft legislation, he said. And the first 
Thursday in December, when the Legislature holds its 
organizational session, will be interesting, he said. “A 
third of the Legislature is going to turn over, with a lot 
of new people,” he said. “We in the lobby corps are 
guessing about who’s going to be what committee chair.” 
In addition, the elected governor is likely to name 
legislators to fill roles in the executive branch, he adds. 
“There’s all kinds of processes going on about how those 
will be filled.”
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Becoming a lawyer
Eiguren became an attorney rather than follow the 

family business. “I didn’t want to be a sheepherder,” 
he said. “My dad was very forceful about that.” He had 
a strong interest in law and politics, so he went to law 
school at the University of Idaho after receiving his 
bachelor’s degree in political science. “It’s always been 
my goal.”

Since becoming an attorney, Eiguren started as a 
criminal prosecutor, but decided he didn’t care for 
criminal law. After he ran David Leroy’s campaign for 
attorney general, he was appointed as senior deputy 
attorney general, and then served as special assistant 
to the Bonneville Power Administration. Since then, he 
has worked for a variety of firms, ranging from Runft, 
Leroy, Coffin and O’Riordan to Lindsay, Hart, Neil and 
Weigler to Givens Pursley. After leaving Givens Pursley, 
he started his own boutique practice, focused on clients 
in federal and state government, and has been a sole 
practitioner since then, he said. 

Outside the office
In addition to his work, Eiguren has volunteered for 

several philanthropic projects, including chairing the 
$18 million capital campaign for the Idaho State Museum 
and serving as chairman of the board of the American 
Red Cross of Greater Idaho. “It’s all part of a theme of 
service, providing service to my clients and giving back 
to the public,” he said. “It’s a tradition I learned from my 
family, and it’s central in what I’ve done.”

While Eiguren has served as both deputy attorney 
general and deputy secretary of state, he doesn’t intend 
to run for office. In college, he ran for student body 
president, and was succeeded by Dirk Kempthorne, who 
went on to be elected governor. “I thought I would be in 
elected life,” he said. “As I got closer to it and managed 
campaigns, I decided I didn’t want to go through the 
rigors of running for elective office.”

Though Eiguren is now in his mid-60s, he has no 
plans to retire, he said. His practice is adding partners 
so he can work less intensely, and travel and enjoy his 
grandchildren, but he’s planning to continue working 
at least into his 70s. “I remember having a discussion 
with a prominent trial lawyer in Boise,” he said. ‘You’re 
in your 70s and still practicing,’ I said. He responded, 
‘Everyone I know who was a lawyer who retired was dead 
in two years.’ So I took his advice.”
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